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NEWS RELEASE 






2nd April, 2005

National Broomball Championships are coming to town

The annual Australian National Broomball Championships are just around the corner. 

The best players in Australia will represent their regions in the four-day competition at the Penrith Ice Palace in western Sydney between the 21st and 24th of April. 

The tournament will kick-off at 7.20pm on Thursday the 21st of April with New South Wales taking on fierce rivals Queensland in both Men’s and Women’s elite broomball.

Broomball is a variation of Ice Hockey. Instead of skates, players wear special shoes to actually run on the ice and try to hit the ball into the opposition’s goals. 

The National Broomball Championships have been running since 1990 with Canadian ex-patriots first introducing the sport to Australia in 1981.

This is the third time the Championships will be hosted in Sydney – the first time was in 1997 in the now closed Narrabeen Ice Rink and the second time was in 2001 at Penrith. NSW were Australian champions in the mixed division and runners up in both the Men’s and Women’s that year.

The competition will be hosting men’s, women’s and mixed teams with six people on the ice per team at a time, including their goalkeepers. For the first official time in Australia, the women’s competition will be full contact, meaning players are allowed to “body-check” the opposition to impede their progress.

Over 150 men and women from New South Wales, Australian Capital Territory, Coffs Harbour, North Queensland, Gold Coast, South Australia and Victoria will compete at the event while highly experienced referees from Canada will be officiating.

The New South Wales contingent is expected to perform well in all divisions. The men’s and women’s elite sides are defending champions, while the combination of skill and fitness in the mixed sides will present a hefty challenge to the opposition. 

Playing at Penrith will be doubly advantageous for the New South Wales team. Not only will the crowd be behind them - they will be playing in a familiar ice rink. Penrith Ice Palace has one of the biggest rinks in Australia which could prove to be detrimental to teams accustomed to a smaller ice area.

Spectators are welcome throughout the competition and are encouraged to wear blue to show their support for New South Wales. All sessions including the finals from 1pm on Sunday 24th have free entry. 

Key Games and Sessions:  

Thursday 21st April:

7.00pm NSW vs QLD Womens





8.00pm NSW vs QLD Mens


Friday 22nd April:

5.30pm NSW vs SA Womens





6.30pm NSW vs SA Mens


Saturday 23rd April:

5.30pm NSW vs ACT Womens





6.30pm NSW vs ACT Mens


Sunday 24th April:

12.00 Intermediate Mixed Grand Final




13.00 ELITE Mixed Grand Final




14.00 Intermediate Mens Grand Final




15.00 ELITE Womens Grand Final




16.00 ELITE Mens Grand Final




More information about the event can be found on the broomball website: www.broomball.com.au
TEAMS:

The following teams will be competing in their respective divisions.

	Mens

Elite
	Womens

Elite
	Mixed

Elite
	Mens Intermediate
	Mixed

Intermediate

	NSW
	NSW
	NSW
	NSW
	NSW

	ACT
	NSW - 2
	SA
	NSW - 2
	NSW – 2

	SA
	ACT
	QLD
	NSW - 3
	NSW – 3

	QLD
	SA
	
	ACT
	QLD

	
	QLD
	
	QLD
	

	
	
	
	
	


The National Championships actually includes five separate tournaments, as follows: 

Men's Elite: Full checking (contact) competition, generally seen as the 'marquee' section of the competition. Reigning champions are New South Wales who defeated North Queensland in the Grand Final last year. 

Women's Elite: Full checking (contact) competition, fairly new on the nationals scene as it's only been running for a few years.  Reigning champions are New South Wales, who defeated South Australia in the Grand Final last year.   This year will be the first time that the womens competition is contact.
Mixed Elite: Non-checking (no contact) competition, with each team needing three men and three women on the ice at a time.  Reigning champions are South East Queensland who defeated South Australia in the Grand Final last year. 

Men's Intermediate: Full checking (contact) competition; intermediate was introduced for the 2003 competition to allow for newer broomball players to sample the nationals experience without having to face the top players. Reigning champions are South East Queensland, who defeated New South Wales in the Grand Final last year. 

Mixed Intermediate: Same rules as Mixed Elite. Reigning champions are Coffs Harbour.

FULL SESSIONS

Unfortunately for Broomball you need an ice rink, however in Australia there isn’t that many.   Which means the few there are, are heavily booked.   Therefore to fit 37 hours worth of games into a 4 day period Broomballers play the bulk of their tournament from midnight to seven am.

As host NSW have managed to secure some prime times for a few key NSW games and the finals.

Key Games and Sessions:  

Thursday 21st April:

7.00pm NSW vs QLD Womens





8.00pm NSW vs QLD Mens


Friday 22nd April:

5.30pm NSW vs SA Womens





6.30pm NSW vs SA Mens


Saturday 23rd April:

5.30pm NSW vs ACT Womens





6.30pm NSW vs ACT Mens


Sunday 24th April:

12.00 Intermediate Mixed Grand Final




13.00 ELITE Mixed Grand Final




14.00 Intermediate Mens Grand Final




15.00 ELITE Womens Grand Final




16.00 ELITE Mens Grand Final


	 
	 
	 
	Hours
	Games
	Hours Gap

	Day
	Start Session
	End Session
	in Session
	in Session
	to Next Session

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Thursday
	21/04/2005 19:00
	22/04/2005 7:00
	12.00
	13
	10.50

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Friday
	22/04/2005 17:30
	22/04/2005 19:30
	2.00
	2
	4.50

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Saturday
	23/04/2005 0:00
	23/04/2005 7:30
	7.50
	9
	10.00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Saturday
	23/04/2005 17:30
	23/04/2005 19:30
	2.00
	2
	4.50

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sunday
	24/04/2005 0:00
	24/04/2005 7:30
	7.50
	9
	4.00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sunday
	24/04/2005 11:30
	24/04/2005 17:30
	6.00
	5
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	TOTAL HOURS
	37.00
	40
	TOTAL GAMES

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	2005 AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL BROOMBALL CHAMPIONSHIP DRAW

	THURSDAY EVENING 21st APRIL

	19.00
	
	ICE DRY TIME
	

	19.20
	ELITE
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	QUEENSLAND
	WOMENS

	20.10
	ELITE
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	QUEENSLAND
	MENS

	21.10
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
	MENS

	22.00
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 3
	vs
	QUEENSLAND
	MENS

	23.10
	ELITE
	QUEENSLAND
	vs
	SOUTH AUSTRALIA
	MIXED

	FRIDAY MORNING 22nd APRIL

	00.00
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 2
	MIXED

	00.50
	intermediate
	QUEENSLAND
	vs
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 3
	MIXED

	01.40
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 2
	vs
	AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
	MENS

	02.30
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	QUEENSLAND
	MENS

	03.20
	ELITE
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 2
	WOMENS

	04.10
	ELITE
	QUEENSLAND
	vs
	SOUTH AUSTRALIA
	MENS

	05.10
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 3
	MIXED

	06.00
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 2
	vs
	QUEENSLAND
	MIXED

	FRIDAY EVENING 22nd APRIL

	17.30
	
	ICE DRY TIME
	

	17.50
	ELITE
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	SOUTH AUSTRALIA
	WOMENS

	18.40
	ELITE
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	SOUTH AUSTRALIA
	MENS

	SATURDAY MORNING 23rd APRIL

	00.00
	ELITE
	QUEENSLAND
	vs
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 2
	WOMENS

	00.50
	ELITE
	AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
	vs
	QUEENSLAND
	MENS

	01.40
	ELITE
	AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
	vs
	SOUTH AUSTRALIA
	WOMENS

	02.30
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 3
	vs
	AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
	MENS

	03.20
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 2
	vs
	QUEENSLAND
	MENS

	04.10
	ELITE
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	QUEENSLAND
	MIXED

	05.00
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 3
	MENS

	05.50
	ELITE
	AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
	vs
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 2
	WOMENS

	06.40
	ELITE
	QUEENSLAND
	vs
	SOUTH AUSTRALIA
	WOMENS

	SATURDAY EVENING 23rd of APRIL

	17.30
	
	ICE DRY TIME
	

	17:50
	ELITE
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
	WOMENS

	18.40
	ELITE
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
	MENS

	SUNDAY MORNING 24th APRIL

	00.00
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	QUEENSLAND
	MIXED

	00.50
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 2
	vs
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 3
	MIXED

	01.40
	ELITE
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	SOUTH AUSTRALIA
	MIXED

	02.30
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES
	vs
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 2
	MENS

	03.20
	intermediate
	AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
	vs
	QUEENSLAND
	MENS

	04.10
	intermediate
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 2
	vs
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 3
	MENS

	05.00
	ELITE
	AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
	vs
	QUEENSLAND
	WOMENS

	05.50
	ELITE
	NEW SOUTH WALES - 2
	vs
	SOUTH AUSTRALIA
	WOMENS

	06.40
	ELITE
	AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
	vs
	SOUTH AUSTRALIA
	MENS

	SUNDAY AFTERNOON 24th APRIL
FINALS

	11.30
	
	ICE DRY TIME
	

	12.00
	intermediate
	Mixed Grand Final
	

	13.00
	ELITE
	Mixed Grand Final
	

	14.00
	intermediate
	Mens Grand Final
	

	15.00
	ELITE
	Womens Grand Final
	

	16.00
	ELITE
	Mens Grand Final
	

	17.00
	Presentation of CHAMPIONSHIP Trophies ON Ice !!


NATIONALS HISTORY

The Australian National Broomball Championships began in 1990 when ACT and SA got in contact and met in Bendigo for mens and mixed competition.  SA won both divisions in the first year.    In 1991 ACT managed to pick up the mixed championship with SA going back to back in the mens division.    In 1992 the ACT began it‘s dominance of Australian broomball winning both mens and mixed divisions.

These two states battled in a state of origin type series until 1995 when Queensland(players were all from Townsville) joined the competition.  Although it was Queensland’s debut year at nationals they had been playing for many years and managed to win the mixed division.  In 1996 NSW joined the competition.

By 1997 when South East Queensland (Gold Coast) joined the competition ACT had won 6 straight mens division titles and 6 of the 8 contested mixed divisions.

In this time player numbers were increasing locally and the team sizes were getting bigger with each state entering multiple teams now.

In 1999 NSW cracked it for their first national title in the mixed division.  However the ACT mens juggernaut  rolled on chalking up their 8th national title in a row.  

1999 also saw the introduction of the womens division, ACT defeating QLD and beginning their own run of wins.

Numbers increased steadily when for the first time in 2001 at the new Penrith Ice Palace when total teams entered teams the three divisions (Mens, Womens and Mixed) topped the 20 mark.

In 2003 the amount of teams meant the competition was getting too big and an Intermediate division for mens and mixed was created.  ACT intermediate mens and NSW intermediate mixed took out the inaugural intermediate titles.

ACT continued their dominance of the mens elite division downing NSW 3-2 in a great final.  The win took their run to 12 straight national titles.  Two players Shane Martin and Simon Gamlen had played in all 12 successful tournaments.

2003 saw the NSW women break the ACT womens 4 year dominance of the divison beating them 1-0 in a tight closely fought final.

2004 finally saw the end of the incredible run of wins by the ACT elite mens team with NSW being the first mens team since SA in 1992 to hold the mens elite trophy.  The NSW women capped off a great tournament by going back to back in the elite womens division.  The South East Queensland team won the elite mixed division  and the mens Intermediate while new centre Coffs Harbour took out the intermediate mixed title.

	National Titles By Division

	Mens

Elite
	Womens

Elite
	Mixed

Elite
	Mens Intermediate
	Mixed

Intermediate

	ACT - 12
	ACT - 4
	ACT - 9
	ACT - 1
	NSW – 1

	SA - 2
	NSW - 2
	NSW - 3
	SE. QLD - 1
	Coffs Harbour -1

	NSW - 1
	
	SA - 1
	
	

	
	
	N. QLD - 1
	
	

	
	
	SE. QLD -1
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


CD – Movies and Photos

Movies – under the "Movies" folder:

These all have musical sound tracks.. so watch them with the sound up.

1_MensEliteBroomball.mpeg – A Collection of bone crushing checks, great saves and goals from the 2003 and 2004 Australian National Championships.

2_PenrithMensBroomball.mpeg – More checks, goals and saves this time form the local penrith competition.

3_BroomballPromotional.mpeg – People having fun playing broomball at Penrith.

4_PenrithMixedBrooomball.mpeg - The Penrith A and B grade highlight reel.. Some great goals, saves and action! 
5_USABroomballAction.mpeg – Some old but incredible footage of the USA Rockets

Of course all sports have a funny side, League has the falcon, Cricket has the ball to mid drift and broomball has slippery ice.

6_BloopersI.mpeg – The original fall fest

7_BloopersII.mpeg – The falling continues

8_BloopersIII.mpeg – 9's Footy Show star Reg Reagan (well someone who looks like him) makes a guest appearance at the 2004 Australian Nationals.

9_BloopersIV.mpeg – More falls, air swings and laughs from the Penrith Competition.

Photos – under the "Photos" folder:

A series of high resolution photos for you to use if required, best viewed with thumbnails or as a film strip.  The photos are from the 2004 World Broomball Championships.

What The Hell is Broomball  ?!?

Broomball is basically Field Hockey on ice. Players wear special broomball shoes which have a soft rubber sole for better traction (thats right you run on the ice..). Broomballers wield a broom, which is wooden or metal with a triangular hard rubber head. The ball is made of a rubbery plastic and is roughly half the size of a volleyball. 

The idea of the game is the same as field hockey and that is to score more goals than your opponents. It is a great social game, is simple to learn but with many skills to master and most importantly great fun. 

The great thing about broomball in Australia is it is a niche sport, generally ice is very rare and skating requires a lot of skill.  Therefore broomball offers a unique opportunity for everyone to enjoy something different in Australia – an ice sport.

Teams consist of 6 players on the ice, generally a goal keeper, 2 defenders and 3 forwards and the rules allow for many subs with unlimited interchange.
In Australia there are four official leagues.  They are in Townsville, Penrith, Canberra and Adelaide, but it is also played in an ad hoc basis in Cairns, Brisbane, Coffs Harbour, Erina, Melbourne and Perth.

The Shoes:
[image: image4.wmf] 


The Stick and Ball:

[image: image5.wmf] 


Broomball History
The origins of Broomball are steeped in the mystery of time, but is believed to have started in the early 1900s. There are at least five different stories on the origins of Broomball. 

One story has it that Russian streetcar (tram) drivers, used to hit a small ball about the ice in winter during their lunch breaks. A second has it that small boys swatting a ball with toy brooms intrigued a group of soccer players. The third would have it that Broomball started as an avenue for non-skaters to participate in the rough and tumble of Ice Hockey. The fourth option describes the origins of Broomball arising out of the desire by women players to be involved in Ice Hockey, as this was then impossible in the male dominated and controlled sport, broomball was started as an avenue for women participants. The fifth story is that broomball was started by the Indians of Eastern Canada, using a ball and stick and tree stumps for goals. 

One of the first recorded games was played in Saskatchewan in 1909 and Ontario in 1911 but there are indications it was played as early as the 1890's. It commenced in Australia, in Canberra in 1981, introduced by expatriate Canadians based at the Canadian Embassy. 

The photo below was hanging in a rink in CornerBrook, Canada.

[image: image6.wmf] 


Caption says "WESTSIDE WOLVES 1949-1950 BROOMBALL CHAMPIONS"
Ancient Broomball History
Apparently there was Broomball already 1000 years ago in Iceland! The Icelandic Viking Sagas from 1000 years ago mention a game called Knattleikr. 

The Knattleikr ball game was very popular amongst the Vikings. It was one of the roughest games invented, and often deaths were reported from the games;

Viking writer Hord Grimkellson reports at the time of a game between Sands and Botn, that "before dusk, six of the Strand players lay dead, though none on the Botn side" Apparently Tord Blig was the worst, as he was barred from playing completely due to his "bad temper, even though he was not so strong as to be excluded for that reason"

Apparently the worst berserkers where thrown out of the game even in those days. From west-Iceland it's reported that at Lekskalvollane ("Ballgame Shelters") there were annual tournaments that lasted 14 days.

Shelters were erected where people lived during the tournaments. The place still bears this name.

Today no one knows the game's exact rules but there is some information. We know that:

· [image: image1.wmf] 

They were divided into teams

· A hard ball was hit by a stick

· The players could also use their hands

· Body contact was allowed in the fight for the ball where the strongest had the best chance to win (a famous passage in the literature tells of  "Torstein hit Bork very hard to the ice and let him slide across the slippery surface like a big lump" 

· Also, parents are on record complaining about "the blood stained and black beaten state of their sons when coming home from the Games"

· It was a spectator game, with tournaments drawing huge crowds from all over Iceland

· Intimidation was a vital ingredient, several war of words have been recorded in the old sagas

· The game demanded so much time that it was played from morning to night

· There was a captain on each team

· There were penalties and a penalty box

· The playing field was lined, usually played on a flat ice surface

· The Vikings used tar and sand under the soles of their boots for traction.

[image: image7.wmf]Maybe it was the Icelandic Vikings that brought the game to Canada, when they built the first Viking settlement in Canada near St. Lunaire, Newfoundland at L'Anse aux Meadows 1000 years ago?? 

Birth of Broomball in Sydney
BY  SAXON HOOPER (7 Apr 2004)

Founder and President of the NSW Broomball Association

I had played Broomball in Townsville for a number of years but had finished university and was looking to move to Sydney for work.  The only problem was that broomball was not officially played in Sydney.

The Australian Nationals had been run in June 1996 at the Narrabeen ice rink on Sydney's northern beaches and I contacted the organiser and managed to razzle up some numbers for Sunday afternoon games. We were just getting going with consistent numbers when the Ice Rink Chillers died. The owners decided to tear it down and make it a car park.  We decided that instead of giving up we would try various other Ice Rinks. Blacktown our last choice seemed to be our best option. For $150 he would gives us 2 hours on a Wednesday night from 9-11pm.  We made up signs and put them around the rink to draw numbers. We did well; from 4-5 players to 15... but we didn’t really go anywhere from there.  We entered the '97 nationals with 1 or 2 NSW natives and about 5-6 Townsville relocatees. 

Finally in '98 some guys turned up and really liked it. The next week we turned up expecting our usual 10-15 players and there was a good 20 new people (all related) sitting there waiting for us all in shinny white Dunlop Volleys.  From there our first offical competition was 4 teams all creatively named purple, red, green and yellow. I milked it for all it was worth playing 5 rounds (15 games) and finals for the top 3 finishers. Full competition went for 20 weeks.  In that time we took a team to Adelaide for the '98 nationals. We did well, but lost to the ACT 1 side in the final. Our team had 13 players.  We also entered a team in the ACTEW Active games in Canberra.  We finished 4th. Our team was 15 strong this time and all but 3 of us were NSW natives. This tournament was the first time a lot of our players had worn real broomball shoes. 

1999 saw a few players drift away but we continued to play our scratch nights with 15-20 people. Then another player explosion saw us reach the 40 players. It was time to start another competition with 6 teams. However 6 rounds in the National Rugby League decided to schedule State of Origin on Wednesday nights and no one showed (all watching the football). The competition had to be abandoned. Newspaper ads, stories, more rink signage, mail out to local business but all we could manage was our core 15-20, we would split into 3 teams and play a round robin tournament each night.   By the end of 2000 we were ready to give up. One of our members had heard there was a new rink at Penrith.  So we all trundled out to Penrith to meet the management. They were very good to us and offered us a good deal with good times to get us started. 

A lot of the old players came back to check it out at the new rink. We had 30 on our first night. There were also a few new people who had come down to skate and saw the "first time free - give it a go" logo so they did. Was an excellent night. The ice was perfect as opposed to Blacktown's gravel pit or swimming pool depending on the weather. The next week the new people bought friends and we had over 40. Had to split into pools to fit everyone in. The original players were complaining about not enough ice time. After three weeks we had enough interested people to start a 4 team A division competition and a 4 team B division competition.  Within the week we had another two new teams join and we started a 4 team A division competition and a 6 team B division competition. In little more than 2 months we had gone from too few players to too many players. We extended our time on Mondays so we could play 5 games. After that season we had teams queuing up to join and started our next comp with 6 A division teams and 10 B division teams and had to buy more ice time on a Thursday night to accommodate the 8 games a week. 

Now four years old we have over 200 players playing in 25 teams split over 4 divisions.  We are now the biggest user of ice time at the Penrith Ice Palace and will need to expand into other Sydney rinks if the growth continues as it has.
Links
General Broomball:

  http://www.broomball.com.au 

Nationals Statisics:

  http://broomballer.tripod.com/actbroomball/natindex.htm

2005 Nationals Information:

  http://www.broomball.com.au/2005Natsindex.shtml

More Broomball Video:

  http://www.broomball.com.au/video.shtml

Contacts

For more information contact:

  Gemma Fornal

  Broomball NSW Media Relations

  E: gemma@broomball.com.au

  P: 0427 224 977

  Saxon Hooper

  Broomball NSW President

  E: saxon@broomball.com.au

  P: 0412 181 702
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